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It has been the peculiarity and the marvel of this man’s power that he
invested his puppets with a charm that enabled him to dispense with
human nature. There is a drollery about them, in my estimation, very

much below the humor of Thackeray, but which has reached the intellect



of all; while Thackeray’s humor has escaped the intellect of many.(75)
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God’'s Laws become a Great-Happiness Principle, a Parliamentary
Expediency: the Heavens overarch only as an Astronomical Time-Keeper;
a butt for Herschel-telescopes to shoot science at, to shoot sentimentalities
at: in our and old Johnson's dialect, man has lost the ‘soul’ out of

him.(141-142)
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and of nothing but fact. You must discard the word Fancy altogether. You
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ornament, what would be a contradiction in fact. You don’'t walk upon
flowers in fact; you cannot be allowed to walk upon flowers in carpets.”(6)

commissioners of fact, who will force the people to be a people of fact,
have nothing to do with it. You are not to have, in any object of use or
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it was town of

but as matters stood
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It was a town of red brick, or of brick that would have been red if the
it;

unnatural red and black like the painted face of a savage. It was a town of

smoke and ashes had allowed



machinery and tall chimneys, out of which interminable serpents of smoke
trailed themselves for ever and ever, and never got uncoiled. It had a black
canal in it, and a river that ran purple with ill-smelling dye, and vast piles
of building full of windows where there was a rattling and a trembling all
day long, and where the piston of the steam-engine worked monotonously
up and down like the head of an elephant in a state of melancholy madness.
It contained several large streets all very like one another, and many small
streets still more like one another, inhabited by people equally like one
another, who all went in and out at the same hours, with the same sound
upon the same pavements, to do the same work, and to whom every day
was the same as yesterday and tomorrow, and every year the counterpart of
the last and the next. These attributes of Coketown were in the main
inseparable from the work by which it was sustained; ... Fact, fact, fact,
everywhere in the material aspect of the town; fact, fact, fact, everywhere
in the immaterial. The M'Choakumchild school was all fact, and the school
of design was all fact, and everything was fact between the lying-in
hospital and the cemetery, and what you couldn’t state in figures, or show
to be purchaseable in the cheapest market and saleable in the dearest, was

not, and never should be, world without end, Amen.(19)
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No little Gradgrind had ever learnt the silly jingle, Twinkle, twinkle, little
star; how I wonder what you are! No little Gradgrind had ever known
wonder on the subject, each little Gradgrind having at five years old
dissected the Great Bear like a professor Owen, and driven Charles’'s Wain
like a locomotive engine—driver. No little Gradgrind had ever associated a
cow in a field with that famous cow with the crumpled horn who tossed
the dog who worried the cat who killed the rat who ate the malt, or with
that yet more famous cow who swallowed Tom Thumb; it had never
heard of those celebrities, and had only been introduced to a cow as a

graminivorous ruminating quadruped with several stomachs.(8)
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"I really wonder, Sir,” rejoined the old pupil in an argumentative manner,
"to find you taking a position so untenable. My schooling was paid for; it

was a bargain; and when I came away, the bargain ended.”(258)
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My satire is against those who see figures and averages, and nothing else
.. Bah! What have you to do with these?(Holloway, 162)

— the representatives of the wickest and most enormous vice of this time
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uhE o] Wl A ZbY ek AE AL ANE D A G e A%
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His room was quite a blue chamber in its abundance of blue books ... In
that charmed apartment, the most complicated social questions were cast
up, got into exact totals, and finally settled - As if an astronomical
observatory should be made without any windows, and the astronomer
within should arrange the starry universe solely be pen, ink, and paper, so
Mr. Gradgrind, in his Observatory, had no need to cast an eye upon the
teeming myriads of human beings around him, but could settle all their
destinies on a slated, and wipe out all their tears with one dirty little bit

of sponge.(85)
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Mr. Gradgrind, though hard enough, was by no means so rough a man as
Mr. Bounderby. His character was not unkind, all things considered; it
might have been a very kind one indeed, if he had only made some round

mistake in the arithmetic that balanced it, years ago.(35)
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I left the place with a profound conviction that their
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actuated by the belief that all these qualities were bound up in what they

mistake is generally an honest one, and that it is sustained by the good

were doing, and that they were doing right, seemed to me little short of
that is in them, and not by the evil.(Dickens, 1938, 291)

To hold, for a minute, that the great mass of them were not sincerely

an impossibility.....
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"It is much to be regretted,” said Mrs. Sparsit, making her nose more
Roman and her eyebrows more Coriolanian in the strength of her severity,
"that the united masters allow of any such class—combination.”

"Yes, ma’'am,” said Bitzer.

"Being united themselves, they ought one and all to set their faces against
employing any man who is united with any other man,” said Mrs. Sparsit.
"they have done that, ma’am,” returned Bitzer; “but it rather fell through,
ma’am.”

"... T only know that these people must be conquered, and that it’s high

time it was done, once for all.”(102)
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"Thy little sister, Rachel, thou hast not forgot her. Thou'rt not like to
forget her now, and me so nigh her. Thou know'st-poor, patient, suff’rin,
dear - how thou didst work for her, seet'n all day long in her little chair
at thy winder, and how she died, young and misshapen, awlung o’ sickly
air as had’'n no need to be, an‘ awlung o'working people’s miserable

homes”. A muddle!(244)

e
N
Y
il
x
N
a
rot
=
[»
o
rle
o
)
e
L
=
Mo
nj
=
il
Pl
(o3
S
X
I
1o
1o
oy
ftlo
o
JE
ol

_31_



[»

&

TAE TE AL 289 ofdyt EAE 4o A aEL ofyd
7} S Folde AL olUA ZECAAN AL wWokx gu u
ANAAN TES AASH L HHotE A Sugla F43 =244
AE BEYEAMNL - BoR2E FE{3H Holxle - I ggoles 7| &
ZH M A AAY BES ASAY 39, HoAYA & w7px] o
2o Auks FHA aHAY AAS Y WleE SRS =E5AAES 3
. YT g A AolrtEA], oW HelA ANEA, vl B2
of we} dvly} Ho] HolrlE A FHH RA L. FHo

|
,FE7E He "olA e FHAYL F5el ol WA T

2

E fo

Xodl 2o M
W o =W
o o =
X2 jo

fr

Y

o
—o
i)
il
e
o
g
T
fo
>
>
>
N
i
w
=3
fz
=
t
i
2
>,
~
>
oZi U
ﬂl H
rlo
o
ok
§lo
]

"Tis not by them the trouble’s made, Sir. 'Tis not wi'them’t commences. I
ha’ no favor for'em but ’'tis hopeless and useless to dream o’takin them
fro their trade, 'stead o’takin thheir trade fro them!

Look around town-so rich as ’'tis—and see the numbers o'people as has
been broughten into bein heer, fur to weave, an’ to card, an’ to piece out
a living’, aw the same one way, somehows, 'twixt their cradles and their
graves ... how you are awlus right, and how we are awlus wrong, and
never had’'n no reason in us sin ever we were born. Look how this
ha’'growen an’ growen, Sir, bigger an’bigger, broader an'broader, harder
an’ harder, fro year to year, fro generation unto generation. How can look

on 't, Sir, and fairly tell a man 'tis not a muddle?”(135)
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“Sir, I canna, wi’ my little learning an’'my common way, tell the genelman
what will better aw this but I can tell him what I know will never do 't. The
strong hand will never do’t. Vict'ry and triumph will never do 't. Agreeing jur
to mak one side unnat'rally awlus and for ever right, and toother side
unnat'rally awlus and for ever wrong, will nver, never do't. Nor yet lettin
alone will never do’t. Let thousands upon thousands alone, aw leading the like
lives and aw faw’en into the like muddle, and they will be as one, and yo will
be as another, wi'a black unpassable world betwixt yo, just as long or shor a
time as sitch-like misery can last. Not drawin nigh to fok, wi’ kindness and
patience an’cheery ways, that so draws nigh to one another in their monny
troubles, and so cherishes one another in their distreses wi’'what they need
themseln-like, I humbly believe, as no people the genelman ha’ seen in aw his
travels can beat - will never do't till th’ Sun turns t’ ice. Most o’aw, rating
‘em as so much Power, and reg’latin ‘'em as if they was figures in a soom, or
machines; wi'out loves and likens, wi’out memories and inclinations, wi out
souls to weary and souls to hope-when aw goes quiet, draggin on wi’ 'em as
if they'd nowt o’th’'kind, and when aw goes onquiet, reproachin 'em for their
want o' sitch humanly feelins in their dealins wi’ yo- this will never do 't,
Sir, till God's work is on made.”(133)
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“Thquire, thake handth, firtht and latht! Don’t be croth with uth poor

vagabondth. People mutht be amused. They can’t be alwayth a-learning,

nor yet they can’t be alwayth a-working, they ain’t made for it. You

'mutht’ have uth, Thquire.”(264)
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There were two or three handsome young women among them, with their
two or three husbands, and their two or three mothers, and their eight or
nine little children, who did the fairy business when required. The father
of one of the families was in the habit of balancing the father of another
of the families on the top of a great pole; the father of a third family
often made a pyramid of both those fathers ... could dance upon rolling
casks, stand upon bottles, catch knives and balls, twirl hand-basins.... All
the mother could dance, upon the slack wire and the tight-rope.... They all
assumed to be mighty rakish and knowing, they were not very tidy in
their private dresses, they were not at all orderly in their domestic

arrangements, and the combined literature of the whole company would
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have produced but a poor letter on any subject. Yet there was a
remarkable gentleness and childishness about these people, a special
inaptitude for any kind of sharp practice, and an untiring readiness to help
and pity one another, deserving often of as much respect, and always of
as much generous construction, as the every-day virtues of any class of

people in the world.(31)
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These are not the morality figures of an age of common belief, but the
dramatic figures of an age in which individuality and growth are
paradoxical and in which as an emphasis and an intervention, the simplest
human qualities of love and kindness must be deliberately sustained. It is
a structure of feeling, in its strengths and weaknesses, which he shares

with the popular culture of his time.(54-55)
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“With a hunger and thirst upon me, father, which have never been for a
moment appeased; with an ardent impulse towards some region where
rules, and figures, and definitions were not quite absolute; I have grown
up, battling every inch of my way.”..

“Father, 1 always knew it. In this strife I have almost repulsed and
crushed my better angel into a demon. What I have learned has left me
doubting, misbelieving, despising, regretting, what I have not learned; and
my dismal resource has been to think that life would soon go by, and that

nothing in it could be worth the pain and trouble of a contest.”(161)
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She fell upon her knees, and clinging to this stroller’'s child looked up at
her almost with veneration.

“Forgive me, pity me, help me! Have compassion on my great need, and let
me lay this head of mine upon a loving heart!”

“O lay it here!” cried Sissy. “Lay it here, my dear.”(202)
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“Mr. Harthouse,” returned Sissy, with a blending of gentleness and
steadiness that quite defeated him, and with a simple confidence in his
being bound to do what she required, that held him at a singular
disadvantage, “the only reparation that remains with you, is to leave here
immediately and finally. I am quite sure that you can mitigate in no other
way the wrong and harm you have done. I am quite sure that it is the only
compensation you have left it in your power to make. I do not say that it
i1s much, or that it is enough; but it is something, and it is necessary.

Therefore, though without any other authority than I have given you, and
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even without the knowledge of any other person than yourself and myself, I

ask you to depart from this place tonight, under an obligation never to
return to it.”(209)
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The child-like ingenuousness with which his visitor spoke, her modest
fearlessness, her truthfulness which put all artifice aside, her entire
forgetfulness of herself in her earnest quiet holding to the object with which
she had come; all this, together with her reliance on his easily given
promise presented something in which he was so inexperienced, and against

which he knew any of his usual weapons would fall so powerless.(207)
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If Dickens’s intention in this book was to make readers understand that the

spontaneous life, and force men and women to lead utilitarian existences in
"Hell-hole’ surroundings, Hard Times may have fulfilled its purpose.(487)
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BAbstract

Intended Reform in Hard Times

Kim, Ki Mok
Department of English Language and Literature
Graduate School of Korea Maritime University

This study aims to examine the novel Hard 7Times as Dickens's
humanistic attempt at social reform of his contemporary utilitarian thinking.
Dickens believed the root cause of social evils was not in social systems or
governmental regulations, but in a lack of humane treatment to one another
in society. He did not advocate any immediate political radicalism in Hard
Times, but rather maintained hope and opened a new vision for a better life
through highlighting the inward value of people. A close character analysis
reveals what happens to the characters who have experienced utter
degradation when they were repressed by misguided materialistic beliefs, and
how this in turn influenced their morality and social consciousness.

Utilitarianism, the most liberal idea of the Victorian age, fostered the strict
philosophical thoughts of mechanical value, which only cares for hard facts
and reasons. Dickens attacks this materialistic trend that produced a
cold-hearted and distorted human view. The industrial revolution, combined
with the laissez—faire economic doctrine, also is presented as another major
target for criticism in Hard Times. The author harshly condemned the

heartlessness of capitalism and selfishness of the bourgeoisie which
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aggravated the alienation of industrial workers. By creating Gradgrind and
Stephen Blackpool, Dickens not only symbolizes the sterile thinking of
utilitarian reformers, but also criticizes the governmental system which gave
rise to torturing the working class.

Dickens clearly demonstrates that inhumanity provoked by nineteenth
century materialism can only be dealt with by changing man’s inward value.
He sought to develop this vision through appealing to human feelings,
solidarity and spiritual life which shown in the circus troupe and Sissy. The
human qualities of innocence and spontaneity, which Sissy shared with the
circus people, served to provide convincing evidence for Dickens’s human
reform. This kind of belief is deployed through his characters to evoke and
sustain the animating quality of human life in Hard Times.

The introductory section gives a brief overview of Dickens and his works.
Chapter two describes the historical background of the Victorian age. The
next two chapters explore Dickens’s symbolic patterns and unique conditions
of his intended reform, represented in such characters as Gradgrind and
Stephen Blackpool. The fourth chapter looks at Dickens’s most obvious and
sustained humanistic transformation through demonstrating ideal lifestyle of
Sissy and the characters in the circus troupe. This study concludes by
suggesting that Dickens played a certain part in opening a new vision for a
better life in a mechanical age by stressing humane interactions and that he
should be regarded alongside of his contemporaries who are acknowledged as

pro—humanists.
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