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Prevention of Pollution of Sea
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Abstract

According to the Informal Composite Negotiating Text, Revision I by the Third UN
Conference on the Law of the Sea, port states may undertake investigations and,
where warranted by the evidence of the case, cause proceedings to be taken in respect of
any discharge from a vessel in violation of applicable international rules and standards
established through the competent international organization or general diplomatic con-
ference outside the internal waters, territorial sea or exclusive economic zone of a state
when that vessel is voluntarily within a port or at an off-shore terminal of that state.

But, under present international law, national jurisdiction over a ship on the high
seas belongs to flags states. If port states have jurisdiction over foreign ships which
violated laws and regulations for prevention, reduction and control of pollutions from
vessels on the high seas, freedom of navigation and world maritime industry will be th-
reatened.

It is preferable that flag states shall ensure compliance with international rules and
standards established through the competent international organization or general diplo-
matic conference by vessels flying their flags or vessels of their registry and adopt the
necessary legislative, administrative and other measure for their implementation, and flag
states shall provide for the effective enforcement of such rules, standards, laws and re-
gulations irrespective of where the violation occurred.
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