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Abstract |

The purpose of this article is to look into the history and present status of the flag of
convenience ships which are ever-increasing along with the general trend of internation-
alization of shipping industry and also to make a study, through certain cases, on the
gradually changing significance of the flag of convenience ships and the attitude and
countermeasures of the world shipping towards them. The contents of this article are
summerized as follows:-

1) The flag of convenience system was originally brought into existence with unusual
purpose and operation. But now even the traditional shipping countries are adopting the
system.

2) The system certainly has certain advantages in taxation and manning foreign crew,
but it also bears some contradictory disadvantage in national shipping and problems for
navigational safety. l

3) The attitude of international shipping as well as each nation and ITF on these pro-
blems are reviewed.

4) In spite of the above various countermeasures, even the Soviet Union who has
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hitherto been strongly opposing the system is adopting the system besides other tradition-
al shipping countries.

5) The controversial arguments on the performance of the flag of convenience ship
and its crew standard are blown out with the introduction of high performance convini-
ence flag ship and its crew, and on the contrary the arguments are centered on the
ordinary nonflag of convenience ships which have substandard performance and are
manned with underqualified crew.

6) In conclusion, we can clearly say that the increase of the flag of convenience ship
in the international shipping scene is an unavoidable prospect.
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