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A Study of History of Hot Pursuit
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Abstract

Hot pursuit may be defined as the legitimate chase of a foreign vessel on the high seas
following a violation of the law of the pursuing State committed by the vessel within the
pursuing State’s jurisdiction. The right of hot pursuit was well established in the nineteenth
century, although the definition of the right is obscure.

The doctrine of hot pursuit occupied so solid a position in the academic treatment of the
law of the sea that reference was included to it in the codifications of the Institut de Droit
International in 1894 and 1924 and the International Law Association in 1894 and 1926. The
preparatory committee of the Hague Codification Conference reported the draft article
specified in detail 1930, which was not adopted, however, at the Conference.

The International Law Commission of United Nations began its works on the Law of the
Sea 1950, and draft article on hot pursuit was adopted at Geneva convention 1958. Finally
the right of hot pursuit was established to be applied mutatis mutandis to violations in the
exclusive economic zone or on the continental shelf, including safety zones around continental
shelf installation in UN Convention on the Law of the Sea.

The doctrine of hot pursuit in international law has to be explained as an emanation of
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the right of self-defence. The purpose of hot pursuit is not denying the interests of other
States but protection of pursuing state’s rights. Rules of hot pursuit must be interpreted in

favour of pursuing states.
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