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The purpose of this study is to examine the impact of geography on intermodal
transportation,

In North America, the vast areas, long travel distances, and dispersion pattern of
the population and industrial centers all have an immediate, direct reflection in the
organization and infrastructure of the transport industry. The use of unit trains
doublestack rail container cars, and 40ft containers are perhaps more attractive in
the United States because these elements are designed to achieve improved
economies on long-haul movements; indeed, the 40ft container dominates the
United States intermodal scene.

Europe, or more precisely the European Union alone, accommodates a population
almost 50 per cent larger than that of the United States in an area nearly one
fourth the size of the latter. Distances between large cities in Europe, as well as
between the major production centers, and between the seaports and the hinterland
are much shorter than in the United States. It is not surprising, then, that the
implementation and practice of intermodality take different directions in Europe
than they do in North America. The European road and rail networks are much
more dense, a reflection of the population-distribution pattern. Flexibility and
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frequency of service receive more attention from shippers and consignees than do
economies of the long distance haul; thus, the dominance of the 20ft container in
the European intermodal scene has its merit. The European geographical setting
also dictates a different competitive arena for transport modes from that in the
USA. In Europe, railroads must, and do, strive harder to gain a competitive
advantage over trucks on the relatively short distances that characterize the average
journey within the continent.
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