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ABSTRACT

Chinese seafarers began to be employed by foreign shipowners in 1979.
Recognizing various economic benefits of overseas seafarers’ employment,
the Chinese government has expanded and improved seafarers’ training
{acilities over the past two decades. As a result, a number of seafarers
have been educated, who are now available for Chinese and foreign flag
vessels. In 1995, approximately 20,000 Chinese seafarers were employed by
foreign shipowners.

However, Chinese overseas seafarers have not been always attractive
to foreign shipowners. Problems occurred in the management of Chinese
overscas seafarers’ employment as well as its mechanism are identified in
this paper, and some solutions of the problems are also suggested from the
Chinese government's and overseas manning companies viewpoints.

This study takes an interpretative research methodology and interviews
with Chinese government officers of the Ministry of Foreign Trade &
Economic Cooperation and the Ministry of Communications of People's
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Republic of China as well as members of the Coordination Council for
Overseas Seamen Employment of China.
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