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A Study on The Secret Sharer

Jeong-Gil Park

Abstract

The Secret Sharer is known as one of the best Conrad’s short stories of the sea. It
is based on personal reminiscences of his first command on the vessel of Otago,
which had been built in Glasgow in 1869. It is a story of questioning and uncertainty
about the grounds of being and action. He creates two main protagonists; the captain-
narrator of this story, who is a young and inexperienced, sincere yet uninspiring
commander, and an impulsive man who acts according to his sense of justice. He is
the ex-chief mate of the Vessel, Sephora, and his name is Leggatt. Both the captain
and Leggatt in certain ways reflect Conrad’s own character. And both in some way
reflections of each other; Leggatt is ‘both a real flesh-and-blood seaman as well as
some kind of alter ego’ for the captain and Conrad handles delicately this double
function. The captain begins behaving in ways that surprise both himself and his
crew after his meeting Leggatt. The Captain feels an unexplainable affinity to
Leggatt, referring to him as “my double” or “second self”. He agrees to hide him in
his stateroom, and he begins commanding his men in a direct way. While Leggatt
did kill a man aboard the Sephora, and he informs to the Captain that he swam to an
islet and then to the Captain’s ship. He decides to escape his confinement on his
ship and to risk his life searching for a ‘new destiny.” Leggatt tells the Captain that
he must maroon him amongst some island. The Captain reluctantly agrees. In
conclusion, Each man offers something to his double; the captain offers Leggatt a
place to hide and his eventual means of escape, while Leggatt forces the Captain,
through his assistance in helping him at Koh-ring, a chance to provide his
seamanship in the eyes of the crew. Thus the final scene of the story reflects the
degree to which the Captain has changed due to his relationship with Leggatt.

Key words : second self, my double, new destiny, bildungsroman, Doppelganger
Theme, symbolic level
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I dare say Freya is pretty rotten. On the other hand the Secret
Sharer, between you and me, isit. Eh? Every word fits and there’s not
a single uncertain note. Luck my boy. Pure luck. p. 243 ®
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Jocelyn Baines (Joseph Conrad (Pelican, 1971) @ (Ibid ® C. B. Cox p.141
AL o] M 2B A HO 2 a7 E Ao 2 Bt A4S YT 9ot
;EHo R o] Axet ErtuleE A A N A H Wolu =u A wof|A] tha
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The surface in this case is the story, and the surface is the
arrival of the Captain at a degree of maturity in which he gains

self-respect and confidence,

=

5, 0] £2E2E Karl2 A%o] 27] 4131 AL drj71r) 9] A4 siyos B
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(The story is one of Conrad’s best) but for all its suggetive—
ness, it is, paradoxically, one of his most straightforward and
obvious works. Its narrative is a model of clarity. Ibid, Karl @
p.233

Karl, 2o 95t 422l ZdoA & o o] 2AZ-2, AFst FAIA alter ego?]
HE@ o] ARtk Aot

7v22]d Baines/Karl 257t 2ol I at §2o| sjAyo] o] LR}
ol 2o gt ARE Asd AsA grhe ol Fska Yok 2E I AHE

%}.——]1 A
L 9] og 7kx] Ao n|Fo] & o] FoAo) HAER I HTE 7)ol #A
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It must be said, too, that I knew very little of my officers. In
con— sequence of certain events of no particular significance,
except to myself, I had been appointed to the command only a
fortnight before ... What I felt most was my being a stranger to
the Ship; and if all the truth must be told, I was somewhat of a
stranger to myself. (137-8)

o714 St 83 A RE AR, AL Al e EE of= Ao itk
S4, Ut ojd A o] Aot AAE FaA Ago] | A= o3, Attt = 2
ZHo] o] ujol Ao Jyugict. AR, Wk 7Hg nhgell T 9le A2 o] vl A
AAl0] WAl Abgrolehs Ak B WA gof f Fofof gt vp= Wi ARAlef HisiA=
olaklojzti A A sl Q= Holth,
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“What’s the matter?” ... “Cramp.” ... “I say, no need to call

anyone.” “I was not going to, “ I said. “Are you alone on deck?”
“Yes.” ...“I suppose your captain’s turned in?” “I'm sure heisn’t,
I said.... “What’s the good?” ... “Look here, my man. Could you

call him out quietly?” ... “I am the captain.” I heard a “By Jove!”
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“My name’s Leggatt.” ... “You must be a good swimmer” “Yes.
I've beenin the water practically since nine o’clock. The question
for you now is whether I am to let go this ladder and go on
swimming till I sink from exhaustion, or—tocome on board here.”
(143-4)
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“At breakfast time, eating nothing myself, I presided with such
frigid dignity that the two mates were only too glad to escape
from the cabin as soon as decency permitted; and all the time the
dual working of my mind distracted me almost to the point of

insanity. I was constantly watching myself, my secret self, as
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dependent on my actions as my own personality, sleeping in that
bed, behind that door which faced me as I sat at the head of the
table. It was very much like being mad, onlyit was worse because

one was aware of it.” (160) -
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“He was not a bit like me. really.” (15123 Tro=n A4l v zh= 2HE
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“I quite understand”,... It was all very simple. The same
stung—up force which had given twenty—four men a chance, at
least, for their lives, had, in sort of recoil, crushed an

unworthy mutinous existence. (172)

o] Wit A ATk A Zeks o] A%l of2EE (Archbold)E A A2
A Suto] glek 29 2 T A4l BYlS wle] fste] LA,

ve had the Sephora for these fifteen years. I am a well—
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known shipmaster.”...

U= 159 AlZetsol sl n 9la Altkrt da gef 7l Aafolx],

“I have been at sea now, man and boy, for seven—and-thirty
years, and I’ve never heard of such a thing happening in an
English ship. And that it should be my ship. Wife on board,
t00.”(163-4)
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