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The Poetical Expression of Conscious Structure
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Abstract

Literature continuously reflects on the consious strucure of a race or a nation, for it is not
only a record of specific world of an individual but also of social and group consciousness.

It is the aim of this essay that emphasizes upon the point of inspecting and analysing what
is the core of conscious structure related to Korean people, how it reflects on literary works
and where the most general and important “spirit” flowing through Korean poems came from.

The core of conscious structure related to Korean people can be classified into two aspects;
one is the consciousness directed to this world and the other the concsiousness intended to
future. These two aspects seem to be very contrary but they are main streams {lowing
through the conscious history of Korean people from old times.

Therefore, when he reviews Korean poems as an approach by means of analysing its own
work on assumption of two conscious aspects, the writer considers that the central traditicn of
Korean poems is united into one as two aspects of the consciousness directed to this world and
the consciousness intended to future in itself.

In Hyang-ga, which is the literal form of Sylna Dynasty, we can see the exploration of
poems intended to the eternity, lying under the base of actual consciousness. At last,
the high spiritual dimension of Hyang-ga could be finally made in the unification and
harmony of these two extremes; the consciousness directed to this world and the consciousness
intended to future. In short, the desirable unity of two aspects of the conscious structure

was expressed in Hyang-ga. Although the unity preduced a bit of separated phenomena, it is
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still, the writer sees, connccted with the modern poems through the Koryo-Ga-Yo.

Korean poems could be lightened in the unity of two aspects of the conscious structure,
and so the writer thinks this is a vein of valuable tradition which could not be mneglected in
our poems.

To improve Korean poems fairly, we should creatively try to achieve the harmony and unity
of these two aspects of conscious structure and this may be one of subjects of Korean modern

poems.
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