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Abstract

It is ten years since marine accidents inquiry system was introduced to our country. However
on account of the speciality of this system only a few literatures and research works were
available in this field.

Firstly, this paper introduced the concept and the definition of the marine accidents iuquiry
and discussed the basic two controvercial theories for the system, the unique organization of the
institute, the decisions at hearings, and the role of the Supreme Court for the procedures of this
system.

Secondly, in order to emphasize the characteristic nature of the marine accidents inquiry a
comparison was presented for the differences between this procedure and other administrative
suits; civil, and criminal procedures.

The office of marine accidents inquiry in Korea is a part of administrative organization under
the supervision of the Minister of Transportation. Therefore its decisions are administrative funct-
ions.

While its function is, to a certain extent, independent of the ordinary administration and its
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- proceedings are somewhat similar to the judicial litigation proceedings, the nature of its decision
is quasi-judicial.

For a rapid development of marine iudustry and the peculiarities of the marine ~affairs, the

establishment of such an Admiralty Court or a special division of the marine affairs in the Civil

Court is highly desirable.
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