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Abstract

Containerisation has proceeded rapidly and effectively on the main shipping routes of the
world, with containerisation, it is said, the productivity of a single berth can rise from an
average of 100, 000—150, 000 tons per year to approaching 2,000,000 tons. This is chiefly due
to the high speed of loading and unloading, transfer of the problems of sorting, customs,
etc., away from the port area and avoidance of port congestion by rapid clearance of containers
from the port area. In this, the vessel becomes an integral part of a system in which ships,
port installations and the facilities for connecting land transits have all to be matched.

Such a system requires enormous initial investment in container ships, containers, terminals
and adequate facilities for container handling. The process of replacing labour by capital
suggests that there will be economies of scale and an increase in the size of container ships.
Most goods, including liquids and refrigerated commodities, are susceptible to containerisation,
and most trades, provided there is a reasonable balance of cargo-flow inward and outward.

In this connection, it it necessary to evaluate the relative economics of constructing
container terminal in Pusan port with foreign loans (a sum exceeding 30million dollars)
financed by the IBRD. This study atlempts to determine {rom the available statistics whether
it willbe sensible in this port where labour is more abundant than capital and the quantities
of imports are nearly three times as much as those of exports. In the design of container
terminal programme we should cost the whole process in detail from factory to consumer

Lefore hig decisions are made.
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