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Abstract

Since the maritime commerce is characterized by carriage of goods and passangers by
sea, the vessel and master are indispensable to it.

The master on a voyage is always responsible for the safety of ship, cargoes, passan-
gers and occupies a double position under private and public laws.

The writer has studied the status of master primarily in relation with the appointment
and removal of master as well as the scope of authority on the voyage in the Korean
Commercial Code.

The master is only an employee who may be appointed or removed by the shipowner
but authorized extensive scope of authority to act not only for the shipowner but also
for those interested in cargo, passangers and salvage.

As an agency of shipowner while away from the port of registry, the master shall
have authority to perform all judicial and extra-judicial acts which are necessary for the
voyage but at the port of registry he has authority only to engage and discharge seamen,
except in cases where he has been invested with special authority.

Also as an agency of the persons interested in cargo the master ought to dispose of
the cargo in such manner as is best fitted for the benefit of the persons interested, if he
dispose of the cargo during the voyage.
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Moreover the master can unload or jettison the unlawful goods loaded and dispose the

ship and/or cargo in order to preserve the ship and cargo from a common peril.
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