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® Abstract

A Bird to Dream “Nothing”
-Chun, Yang-hee’s The Millet Field In Heart and The Old Alley -

Kim, Hye Young

Chun, Yang Hee, the Korean woman poet, gained not only the best
literature award, The Sowall Poem Prize, in 1996 but was also awarded the
splendid, The Modern Literature Prize, in 1998. Her poetry was so
wonderful in view of poetic techniques and unique imagination that many
junior poets try to follow her. Especially the two collections of poems; The
Millet Field In Heart and The Old Alley represent the Buddhist insight
toward human being and nature.

Above all she deepens her inner mind more profoundly that any other
contemporary Korean poets. Some critics say that she depends on
Buddhism's idea and inherited tradition from other spiritual poets such as
Han, Yong Un. Trying to save her own soul or other oppressed people, she
hides in nature, or sometimes dwells in water like waterweed. While solving
inner solitude with conflicts, the poet communicates with the small things in
nature. At last the poetic self came to unite with nature so that it obtained
infinity, which resembles Emerson’s ‘inner light.’

In her poetry, "nothing” is the main idea that came from Buddism and
other oriental Philosophy. Whole things in nature have just same equality
which concept is different from western philosophy, because they said that
only the human being has unique right and equality. But Chun, Yang Hee
insisted that the motherhood of nature hugs all suffering things and makes
them comfortable. Through the absolute union with nature, the
discrimination between you and me disappears even though you and I still
exist separately. So Whole things in universe have already infinite freedom
and limitless charity. That is the world of "nothing”. The poet searches for

nothing in her poems insistently, like a monk of language forever.






