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Information Literacy and Student Empowerment

Tim Newfields®

This presentation examines the concept of “information literacy”,

considers ways to promote it, and explores its role in empowering students.

Inforimation literacy could be defined in a variety of ways. The
Northeastern University Information Literacy Interest Group (1997)
describes it as, “the ability to identify, obtain, process and effectively use the
information necessary for ones work or education. It includes the ability to
critically evaluate the quality of information, whether it is incorrect,
inaccurate or incomplete.” A generation ago, information literacy implied
familiarity with card catalogs and bibliographic indexes. Today it also
includes proficiency with Internet search engines and online databases. A
large amount of key scientific information is now on the Internet and
students who aren’ t “net savvy’ will find it increasingly hard to do some

forms of research.

Computer literacy, which is a multidisciplinary set of skills involving the
ability to read, type, write, assess, and manage information, is an important
component of information literacy. Another important component is a

capacity for “critical thinking”.

For general users, computer literacy is likely to have three components :
(1) understanding basic computing principles,
(2) gaining familiarity with at least one specific operating system, and
(8) learning to use several software applications.
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