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Abstract

In this paper the authors try to investigate the situations, characters and traits of the Korean
maritime activities in the period from Samkuk era (the last years of 4 th centry) to the early
years of the Koryo Dynasty (the last years of 12th centry), when kingdoms of the Korean
peninsular dispatched envoys across sea to kingdoms of China frequently, and this caused pump-
priming effects to develop the Korean maritime activities, and Korean people swayed the command
of the seas of north-east Asia, enjoying the most booming age in the history of Korean sea
activities.

The contents of the Korean maritime activities of this ago are briefly summarized as follows;
1. The maritime activities in the first stage of this age were caused by the political and diplo-

matic purposes. However, the character of the activities was altered gradually to attain the

cultural and economical fruits.

2. In the middle of this age, trade and shipping developed conspicuously to the next stage of the
merchant carrier, also of accumulation of commercial capital.

3. While Korean ships sailed successfuly across the Yellow Sea in the early years of this age,
in the middle of this age, they sailed across the China Sea. This kind of navigation was a
great adventure and it was neccessary to possess the advanced techniques of navigation and
shipbuilding in those years. Even then Korean navigators were aquainted with the knowledge
of the seasonal wind and took advantage of it very successfuly for ocean navigation.
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4. Because of the predominant maritime activities, the progressive spirit and the outstanding
seafaring abilities in. this age, the Koreans were deeply respected by the people of China and
Japan. .

5. Due to the monopolystic command of the seas of north-east Asia, Koreans took part in the
most dramatic phases of the world history in those early years.

P.S.; This paper follows the previously published pziper “A Study on the Ancient Sea Trans-

portation of Korea” in Journal of Korea Merchant Marine College, Vol. 15, 1980.
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