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The Narratives of “Michael” and
“The Rime of the Ancient Mariner’
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If from the public way you turn your steps
Up the tumultuous brook of Greenhead Ghyll,
You will suppose that with an upright path
Your feet must struggle;
. 1-4)
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While in this sort the simple household lived
From day to day, to Michael’s ear there came
Distressful tidings. Long before the time
Of which I speak, the Shepherd had been bound
In surety for his brother’s son, a man
Of an industrious life, and ample means;
But unforeseen misfortunes suddenly
Had pressed upon him; and old Michael now
Was summoned to discharge the forfeiture,
A grievous penalty, but little less
Than half his substance.

(1. 207-217)
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Beside the brook
Appears a straggling heap of unhewn stones!
And to that simple object appertains

A story.
(1. 16-19)
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Therefore, although it be a history
Homely and rude, I will relate the same
For the delight of a few natural hearts,
And, with yet fonder feeling, for the sake
Of youthful Poets, who among these hills

Will be my second self when I am gone.
(1.34-39)
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What loud uproar bursts from that door!
The wedding guests are there:
But in the garden-bower the bride
And bridemaids singing are:
And hark the little vesper bell,
Which biddeth me prayer!
(1. 591-596)
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I pass, like night, from land to land;
1 have strange power of speech;
That moment that his face I see,

I know the man that must hear me:

To him my tale I teach.
(1. 586-590)
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"The Ship was cheered, the harbor cleared,
Merrily did we drop

Below the kirk, below the hill,

Below the lighthouse top.

The sun came up upon the left,
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QOut of the sea came he!
And he shone bright, and on the right
Went down into the sea.

Higher and higher every day,
Till over the mast at moon —

"

(1. 21-30)
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"God save thee, ancient Mariner!
From the fiends, that plague thee thus!
Why look’st thou so?” - With my cross bow
1 shot the ALBATROSS.
(1. 79-82)
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A weary time! a weary time!
How glazed each weary eye,
When looking westward, 1 behold
A something in the sky.

At first it seemed a little speck,

And then it seemed a mist;

It moved and moved, and took at last
A certain shape, 1 wist.

(1. 145-52)
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"And a good south wind sprung up behind;
The Albatross did follow,
And every day, for food or play,
Came to the mariner’s hollo!
(. 71-74)
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"Is it he?” quoth one, “Is this the man?
By him who died on cross,

With his cruel bow he laid full low
The harmless Albatross,

The spirit who bideth by himself
In the land of mist and snow,
He loved the bird that loved the man
Who shot him with his bow.”
(1. 398-405)
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= Abstract
The Narratives of “Michael” and “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner”

Cho, Dal-ryeo

This study is aimed at analyzing the narrative structures of Wordsworth’
“Michael” and Coleridge’s “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner”. The narrative
analysis is mainly concerned about the way to express a story. The object of the
narrative analysis is conventionally the novel, but other genres such as poem,
drama, music, and art can be analyzed by the narrative way.

“Michael” and “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner” have the plural narrative
structures supplied by the different narrators in the work. If the nature of the
narrative is to restate the existed story, two works increase the credibility of
the story by the harmonious use of the advantages of the first person and the
third person narrators. “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner” has the effectiveness
that communicates directly the meaning of the poem by the hearer “you” and
the guests of the wedding in the narrative structure. In “Michael” the narrator
poet tells the story about Michael and persuades the reader to have his feeling
in common. The narrative structure of “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner”
gives the tension between the experience of the story and the interpretation of
it and makes the reader to accept the lesson of the ancient mariner and recreate

the meaning of it.






