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A Study of Heathcliff’s Personality on Emily
Bronté‘s Wuthering Heights
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Abstract

Wuthering Heights is the most remarkable novel in English and has been called the greatest
novel ever written by a woman. It is the complete bodying forth of an intensely individual appr-
ehension of the nature of man and life. In this paper the author has tried to find out Heathcliff’s
personality through Wuthering Heights. Heathcliff, the central figure of the novel, has been
described as rough as a saw-edge, hard as whinstone and fierce as an inhuman monster So the
author has concluded that Heathcliff is in reality a man whose soul is torn between love and
hate, and, because of the depths of his passions, hates as deeply as he loves.
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Stronger than a man, simpler than a child, her nature stood alone. The awful point was that,’
while full of ruth for others, on herself she had no pity, the spirit was inexorable to the flesh;
from the trembling hand, the unnerved limbs, the faded eyes, the same _service was. exacted as

- they had rendered in health. To stand by and witness this, and not dare to remonstrate, was a

pain no words can utter. ?
a3 W. C Roscoe
Her temperature was a strange, even a distorted one. There must have been a fund of fero-

city in ber own nature strangely mingled with tenderness. Isolation became a necessary of her
life®
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Emily Bront& is, I think, the most powerful of the Bronté famlly She is stern, taciturn,
unteamble. Her logic is rigorous; but when she once forms an opinion, however extreme it may

be, no logic can move her. She clings to it with stubborn tenacity*

1) James L., Robent, Wuthering Heights Notes, p.8
2) Ibid. p.8

3) Miriam allot, The Brontés. p. 348

4) Ibid.,p. 358.
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Wuthering Heights is the name of Mr. Heathcliff’s dwelling, “Wuthering” being a significant
provincial adjective, descripitve of the atmospheric tumult to which its station is exposed in
stormy- weather. ¥
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I know by instinct his reserve springs from an aversion to showy displays of feeling —to
manifcstations of mutual kindliness. He’ll love and hate equally under cover, and esteem it a
species of impertinence to be loved or hated again. ¥
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5) Emily Bront&, Wuthering Heights, p. 4.
6) Ibid.,p. 6.
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Emily Bronté in her single novel Wuthering Heights created somehow out of her own imag-
ination a stark, passionate world, reminiscent at times df the storm scenes in King Lear. In other
hands the story might be mere melodrama, but so might Otkello if told in a different way. As
Fmily Bronté narrates it, this story has a wild and cruel reality, and is original beyond any
other novel in the century. How her mind came to conceive such a world can never be known,
but behind her apparent loneliness there must have been a mysterious, everquickening inner
activity, as her poems show. "
Zta o

This novel has been compared to Shakespeare’s King Lear, chiefly because of its immense
and uncontrollable passions. In the opinion of some critics, no women could have written it;
but others say that one man could not have written all the plays of Shakespeare. ¥
2a gt |
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7) Hor Evans, A short History of English Literature. pp.164—S5.
8) G.C, Thornley, An Outline of Euglish Literature, p.125.
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“Take my colt, gypsy, then!” “And I pray that he may break your neck; take him, and be
dammed, you beggarly interloper! and wheedle my father out of all he has: only afterwards
show him what you are , imp of Satan. —And take that, [ hope he’ll kick out your brains!”*

“keep the fellow out of the room—send him into the garret till dinner is over. He'll be
cramming his fingers in the tarts and stealing the fruit, if left alone with them a minute. ”!

B B9 7A€ Hindley7} Heathcliff & o 3} ZHERIQ MBEQ Aol ot
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Heathcliff & Cathorine& #3 #HE# £ul 23 Catherine Heathcliff & ¥ )i o] & el
o}5<l Edgar Linton¥ #4§-& &} 2evb = =34 Catherineo] Heathcliffell A Z+& w}-&-2 o}
&3 20 Nellyste] ol obslol 4 2 vhe} W gleh,

“..and if the wicked man(Hindley)in there had not brought Heathcliff so low, I shouldn’t
have thought of it. It would degrade me to marry Heathcliff now; so he shall never know how
I love him;and that, not because he’s handsome, Nelily, but because he’s more myself than I am,
Whatever our souls are made of, his and mine are the same; and Linton’s is as different as a
moonbeam from lightning, or frost from fire, i®

7] 3 Heathcliff 2t Cathorineste] A2}3} 2] 3 Catherinest =9 W} ol Edgar®}s] A}t
d &4 G H Lewesi= =& ko] #Hg g}

Heathcliff, devil though he be, is drawn with a sort of ducky splendour which fascinates, and
we feel the truth of his burning and impassioned love for Catherine, and of her inextinguishable
love for him: It was a happy thought to make her love the kind, weak, elegant Edgar, and yet
without lessening her passion for Heathcliff. Fdgar appeals to her love of refinenment, and
goodness and culture; Heathcliff clutches her soul in - his passionate embrace '1%

28] 3 Galaxy& ob=i ¢b 2ol 4=}

* The passion of Heathcliff for Catherine, though it isa passion such as might boil and glow in
the essence of some evil genuis; is still a passion of soul for soul; and full of savage ferocity
as the whole story is, it contains some exquisite pictures of childlike simplicity and innocence!®

A& AAE shd kel weid £ o] 71X 3 Wuthering Heights Eo}2 Heatheliff =
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- Heathcliff7} Isabella® 24 & /70 2 353} = 2 Catherine Heathcliff7} o] = Aflo] b=
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EfES] vreb L eba sy

9) Emily Bronté, Wuthering Weights, p. 46.
10) Ibid, .p. 68.

11) Ibid,. p. 95.

12) Miriam Allot, The Brontss, p. 292.

13) Ibid,. p. 393.
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“Tell her what Heathcliff is;an unreclaimed creature, without refinement, without cultivation;
an- arid wilderness of furze and whinstone. I'd as soon put that little canary into the park on
a winter's day, as recommend you to bestow your heart on him! It is deplorable igmorance of
his character, child, and nothing else, which makes that dream enter your head. Pray, don’t
imagine that he conceals depths of benevolence and- affection beneath a stern exterior! He's not
a rough diamond-a pearl-contajning oyster of a rustic: he’s a fierce, pitiless, wolfish man [ ne-
ver say to him, ‘Let this on that enemy alone, because it would be ungenerous or cruel to
harm them’: [ say, ‘Let them alone, because I should hate them to be wronged: and he'd crush
you like a sparrow’s egg, Isabella, if he found you a trouble some charge, I know.he couldn’t
love on Linton; and yet he’d be quite capable of marrying your fortune and, expectation!'

Heathcliff= Fdgarel ©ldt %2 Edgard] 9549l Isabella® z7] E£2 atE Fo o33
ol g A BHESA ELHSE AL L Bol Mo ol2x gont Affdldtie 2EE
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“L have ng: pity! [ bave no pity! The more the worms writhe, the more I yearn to, crush out
their entrais!. I is a moral teething; apd I grind, with greater epergy, in proportion to the,
increage of pain. ”'”

do]A Fg &3 3 Nelly: Heathcliff & B

“Dg you understand what the word pity means?”

“Did you ever feel a touch of it in your life?”'"
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On ong level Wuthering Heights is a ngvel of revenge, with Irka&heh.ff the tevenge; but he
has. hecome one solely because of bis, treatment at the hands of Hindley Earnshaw and the resul-
ting frustration of his passionate affinity with Catherine Eagnshaw. It is the frustration that
leads to his great scheme of revenge on Earnshaw and Lintons alike and his winning of their
properties. Heathcliff is nos 3 monster; he is much more a primordial figure of engrgy. '
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14) Emily Bronté, Wuthering Heights, p.p.120-121.
15) Ibid.,p. 179.

16) Ibid., p.179.

17) Walter Allen, The English Novel. p.195.

-—-96___.



Heathcliffe] ARM}% B 3-Emily. Brontéd]l B Wuthering Heights® Lo 2 2]

o] w3 HEESE ARifEo] 2} 4.

Emily9] ¢1Y] Charlotter} YF%4 Branwell-2 ##E3}1 A9 Eifd se FTog 1% 3%
¢ | Emilyt Branwellg #%8A A8 F91° A& = F¢] 2o} Heatheliffs] 4d& o
a8 BRRS LERR AESE Catherined) 2 a]-i Emily z]-*] o] 54 Branwell-g- o 5+
Wzt 2Agal szl.e Emilys Abgtel %F'ﬂ%}"% ﬁ% EE S BranwelH 5}% 2 2 Heath-
cliff & Al =t & 5 A=

N.#% =®

Emily= K#7F A% ®lE| & Heathcliff & AlA ™ Afet #ift BEKE 3ol veldslz
.2 & Edgar Lintone] ¢15}M ERH = F@H’M‘% EfEMel L ® @AB’J\. A& gt W
7% Zlol ot Heathcliff 3 72 o] 43 HH Lol vt #&S FAEE TESL WES HHow
4ot Emilys 433 27]oA delA & #RE AR EAN 2ax}t & FHeled 4=

Emily7} Branwell®] il i8] Z & FENE 7MAL dA=E H o= Mol Branwelld] H
#ho] HEREF Emilye] e AR e WEE 5 & 322 253 shE8 23] #5)
3te] Heathcliffo] ffffidol st Sz Aoletn Y48 $= ot

Heathcliff-& #ibEdt Bkl A ARSl @Rl 23 = §l3 3 bt =50} EEML ok
oA Eul o]z} #iFydl BiRAlA = FEARIAYCl 2t At T A HHRHA FEES Cath-
erineo] & ¢ ul Heathcliff-& &= 34 #fFos AES o] o] waoa Zors £
Catherine®] Eo A# Q¥ lockets: 2 2 ol AL AW wElzm 2 4l =719 AL #
gz dgd Aolv}. Catherineo]l FiL 1 Foll = Catherineol d A#9] fFEho] &
a3 Qe s

A 3 Heathcliff & A}ake] #&st HELY LHoz BAMM B%RE Ad st 2 7ol
I 2 L7 R realismd HgEHS] MAgoR % wWFd £40¢ 22 I+
i A 29 FAd AR Heathcliffo] {BE-& mFREe] 2 14 et

T.W.Raide =}-&3 o] T =} '

‘Is Mr. Heathcliff a man? If so, is he mad? And if not, is he a devil:’ It is not pleasant to
see such a character obtruded upon us in a novel: but-:--«« it is far more difficult to paint a
consumnmate villain of the Heathcliff type than to draw any of the more ordinary types of
humanity. '*'

18) Miriam Allot, The Brontg "p. 401.
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