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® Abstract
Charles Dickens’ ‘Intended Reform’ depicted in ‘Hard Times’

Park, Jung Gil - Kim, Ki Mok

The industrial revolution reached its peak in England during the nineteenth
century and changed the whole social, economic, political and religious
condition. The works of many major Victorian novelists reflect their society’s
responses to the mechanistic world view by symbolizing the characters in
order to reveal and criticize its social ills.

Charles Dickens’s ‘Hard Times’ successfully exposed the danger of a social
system of falsely oriented utilitarianism that caused the alienation of human
beings. In describing characters and attacking governmental systems that came
into being in the early parts of the century in the Victorian age, Dickens
advocated the importance of changes in peoples’ awareness for achieving a
better society and constantly pursuing the real sense of humanity in ‘Hard
Times’

Thus, as an attempt to reaffirm the literary values of Dickens’'s works, this
study, instead of dealing with the criticisms of ‘Hard Times’ as an industrial
novel itself that have often been made, mainly examines the author’s ‘intended
reform’ particularly focusing on elements of spiritual life and human love
embodied in this work, which will encourage people to change themselves from
the bottom of their hearts. By making deep analysis on the characters and
relating them to the industrial society that is programmed to care only for
materiality and statistical values, it discusses the distorted utilitarianism
influenced by the laissez—faire spirit, ending up generating pains and
alienations of industrial workers.

Dickens warns that such inhumane social structure of industrialism and
materialistic trend can only be cured by the human interaction and humanism
rather than superficial political radicalism.



