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A Legislative Study for the Control of Piracy and

Maritime Terrorism

by Lee, Jong—Ho

Major in Maritime Law
Department of Maritime FPolicy

Graduate School of Korea Maritime University

Abstract

In light of the reality that Korea imports and processes most of raw
materials and energy resources and exports most of them back as well as
depending move of such trade volumes on the maritime transportaion,
securing of safe sea routes for international trade transaction 1s very
critical. The international society today 1is encountered with its
conventional marine security threats, such as, military threats, 1in
addition to the non—conventional marine security threats, such as,
maritime terrorism, piracy and maritime armed robbery, transportation of
weapons of mass destruction and so forth, and this type of development
has been confirmed in series of cases for maritime terrorism, piracy and
maritime armed robbery in Asia and Africa as well as export of weapons of
mass destruction by North Korea in recent days.

Due to the foregoing threats, particularly for those large liquefied

natural gas carrier (LNG), very large crude oil carrier (VLCC), harmful
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liquid substance carrier (chemical vessels) and others that carry
massive volume of hazardous materials, it 1s feasible to have the
discharge of cargo oil from ship damage or kidnapping of ship from the
attacks while navigating to cause great disruption in global economy by
shutting down the critical points of transportation in key straits, key
ports, major terminals and ports, and i1t would present major problem to
the world due to additional 1issues 1in increase of oil price, ship
insurance premium and the like beyond the boundary of a state.

Under the recognition of such issues, in order to regulate the global
piracy activities and maritime terrorism, the resolution of the United
Nations Security Council, the International Maritime Organization
Maritime Conventions, Regional Cooperation Agreement on Combating Piracy
and Armed Robbery against Ships in Asia, dispatching of multi—national
united marine forces and other international efforts have undertaken.

Notwithstanding such effort, these threats persist and the piracies are
more prevalent and expanding onto the public waters with several hundred
miles beyond the Aden Bay area, There are significant efforts placed to
encounter such trend and Korea has made international cooperation to
establish pertinent laws and dispatching battle ship and the Ilike.
However, such norms have yet to secure clear means to overcome such
threats yet.

Yet, particularly for Korea, it has experienced incidents of Samho
Dream, Samho Jewelry and other hijacking accidents to require domestic
responsive competency 1n preventing and punishment of piracy activities
and maritime terrorism after having been criticized for having no clear
laws and regulations on piracy punishment as well as the need of urgent

legal improvement for preventive measure against piracy activities.



This thesis has taken a look at the international norms on piracy activ
ities and maritime terrorism with the focus on United Nations on the Law
of the Sea, 1982, and International Maritime Organization conventions, e
tc. for the effective control of piracy and maritime terrorism as well as
reviewing on the status of pertinent domestic laws and regulations, its 1
imitations and legislative cases of the United States of America, Japan,
China and other major countries for international responsive cases to pr
epare the revision of laws and regulations of Korea with the presentation
of legal 1mprovement scheme to strengthen the responsive capability thro

ugh establishing the special laws.
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